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Arizona mayors pass resolution in
support of military installations

By CAROLYN DRYER
Emtor

More than 90 mavors
fram cities and ©owns
across Arizona passed a
resolution submatted by the
cities of Peona and Yama,
in suppont af the sabe’s mil-
itary insallabons dunng the
League of Arizons Crlses
and Towns conference held
in Tucion last week. The
resolution will be present-
ed o ihe sawic Legislature
aloag with a request for the
state's lawmaking body and
the govemmsar &6 “continue
their suppan of palcies that
srengthen the misshon vi-
ahility of Anzena's militany
mstallstions ™

*John Schell, darecior of
imlergovernmental affairs
for the City of Peona, sasd
El Mirage Mayor Fred
Whaterman asked to have
an amendmend to the reso-
lution that would remave
the words *fubure massaon,”
but the 90-plus mayors
decliced his requesl

Glendale Vice Mayor
Manamy Martinez comment-
ed on Waterman's stiempt
a1 amending the resolation:
“I dadn"t agree with Mayor
Waterman's amendment
and Lhat the resolutions
commitiee had dome its due
diligence and we should
niol suppor the amendment
and leawe it a5 il i5."

Ciled im the resobutions
wis language that the may-
ors said would “contines
activitbes a1 the sate level
that enhance the mission
viability of Aripons’s mili-
tary installations.”

The resolulion also re-
ferred 1o the malitary induas-
try as a “key companenl™
of local, regional and state
COOMOMm S,

There are five major

Jahn Schell, director of intergovernmeental
affairs for the City of Peoria, said El Mirage
Mayor Fred Waterman asked to have an
amendment to the resclution that would re-
manve the words “future mission,” but the
S0-plus mayars declined his request.

rilitary insiallsisons across
Arizona: Davis-Monthan
Air Force Base, Amy In-
telligence Center and Foet
Huachsea, Luke Air Force
Base, Yuma Anmy Proving
Grounds and Manne Corp
Air Stalion — Yuma

The resolbation also stat-
ed: " Arizona has bong been
conpsidered o model stale
fior bvey ot has pased laws
to protect the missbons of
s milltary installations
throughout the years ...

*The effect of this reso-
lution wouald be to encous-
age siale lawmakers o
stand behind these protec.
ticns and improve upon
ihem whengver passible,
cspecially those that may
arisc from Futume missson
requirecnits.. 1t 15 especialhy
important that siate and
leal leaders not take sleps
that coukd weaken protec-
ticns oF programs already
in place should ihese come
under challenge due to al-
iernative interpretation of
skl stahales or as a result
of pressures from incom-
patible development.”

As o the milidary in-
stallanens” relevamce o
mupicipal palicy, (he reso-
lution stated: “Military
bages in Arizond cxerl &
profoundly positive social
cal povernments through-
out the stale. At Luke Air
Force Base alone, Base
personsic] volunteered ower
10, 008 hgurs 1m the coami
munily and epteriained
over 200,000 vistors for

open house visils during
2007, Supporting the statu-
tory protections and pro-
grams of Anizona's military
alza helps w strengiben the
operations of our siaie's
miliary bases. In ibis mn-
fief, we pirect & canstant
amed stable revenge sousce
that stards impervicus to
fachations or downtums
in the economy ..."

Astate-funded study was
released Juby 21, 2008 in
Tucasn, entitled * Boonambe
Impact of Anzosas Prin-
cipal Military Owperations
- 3008, the resolution ciied,
Ny thead g, L ECOMBOMIC
contrtbutions of Afirona's
najor mililary insiallations
wene detailed.

The repon staed: “An-
zoea's mililary operations
are imcreasingly impaoriand
& e stabe’s coononTy, cre-
ating ansl sapponting tens of
ibousands of pobs and gen-
erafing moee than 39 billion
in TEevEnUE every yeas,"

Biepon writers said the
repont “examines the im-
pact af the facalities them-
selved a8 well a8 other eco-
nomic activity geserated
by thexr presence.”

The report continued;
“The military, like other in-
hustry $ecbors in oar econ-
oy, contracts for services
and spends for opemations,
which is anolber key past
of our state’s economy.
tof jobs while adding 5401
srdllban in bk payenents that
keep ous communitics and
siwie moving forwaed,




